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INTRODUCTION
Nowadays, the study of a person from different points of view is carried out by a large number of specific disciplines [Croft 2001: 90–96; Goldberg 2006: 45]. Each discipline is concentrated on the individual aspects of a person. To analyze the reality and different aspects of the surrounding world linguists use various linguistic units. One of them is a construction which is considered to be a relatively new linguistic unit and is defined as non-predictable form-meaning pairings [Goldberg 1995: 4]. Constructions have a fixed structure but they allow some transformations due to the slots available in their form [Talavira 2017: 102]. Researchers study different features of constructions, namely: productivity [Fillmore 1999: 1–33], degrees of generality and compositionaly [Langaker 2005: 101–159], cross-linguistic similarities [Croft 2001: 87], how they are processed in the language [Bergen 2005: 151]. Taking into consideration types of constructions, linguists observe sentence-level constructions [Goldberg 1995: 219] and idioms [Fillmore 1998: 2]. However, little attention has been paid to the features of a person they can indicate. 

In modern linguistics the concern in adjective constructions that denote people is growing rapidly. The prospect of their study is denoted by theoretical and practical needs because lately the interest in studying characteristics of a person has grown as the language is changing and it influences the usage of adjective constructions in English Internet news articles. Despite numerous studies of adjectives [Малік 2002, Ткачівська 2004, Блох 1983] and constructions [Goldberg 2006, Langaker 2005, Croft 2001] separately, there has lately been not any research dedicated to investigation and classification of adjective constructions denoting a person in Internet news articles. This reveals the topicality of our research.
The aim of our research is to analyze and classify adjective constructions that denote different features of a person in English Internet news discourse. To achieve this aim we have to solve the following tasks:
1) to define the notion of constructions and approaches to their classification;

2) to investigate adjective constructions as an object of research;

3) to explore linguistic features of Internet news discourse;

4) to classify adjective constructions which describe a person;
5) to analyze immediate and modified constructions that reflect different features of people and extended constructions that they enter.
The object of research is adjective constructions denoting a person in Internet news discourse.
The subject of our work is the typology of adjective constructions which represent different features of a person in English Internet news articles.
The material of the research is constituted by 75 BBC news articles (www.bbc.com).
The methods of this research are presupposed by the tasks and the aim of our research. Among the general scientific methods, classification method is used to classify the constructions according to syntagmatic approach. The specific linguistic methods include: sampling method to select the material of the investigation; quantitative method to study the frequency of linguistic units use and to classify them; definition approach to define the notion of a construction and an adjective construction, to investigate the essence of discourse in general and Internet news discourse in particular; transformation analysis to define and select the adjective constructions in Internet news texts; distribution and structural method to classify adjective constructions which reflect different features of a person: component and contextual analysis to define semantic features in immediate, modified and extended constructions indicating a person.

The novelty of our research is the semantic typology of adjective constructions denoting a person selected in Internet news articles: units representing appearance of a person, linguistic pairings indicating traits of character and constructions denoting nationality of an individual and the classification of these constructions according to the syntagmatic approach.
The theoretical value of investigation is represented by its contribution to Cognitive Grammar from the point of view of adjective constructions classification, Cognitive Linguistics due to the revealing of construction grammar in comprising nominative units and Media Discourse from the perspective of analyzing adjective constructions denoting a person in Internet news texts.
The practical value consists in the use of findings to contribute and supplement the courses of Lexicology (section “Vocabulary of language”), Stylistics (section “Functional Styles”) and Discourse Analysis (sections “Media Discourse” and “Internet Discourse”).   
The discussion of the work was conducted at 2 conferences: “Polylogue of Cultures: Educational and Cultural Aspects” (Chernihiv Shevchenko State Pedagogical University, 9 April 2019), “Innovations in Education: Modern Approaches to the Professional Development of Foreign Language Teachers” (Nizhyn Gogol State University, 27-28 September 2019). The publication includes the following contribution: «Adjective constructions denoting appearance of a person” [Latun 2019: 62–68].
The structure of the paper includes introduction, two chapters with conclusions, general conclusions, references.
The introduction reveals the relevance, the object, the subject, the aim, the tasks, the methodology, the materials, the novelty, the theoretical and practical values, the discussion and the publication of the research.
The first chapter “Theoretical principles of investigating adjective constructions in Internet news articles” focuses on the definition of construction, approaches to classification and their peculiarities, adjective constructions as an object of the research and Internet news discourse as the medium of adjective constructions functioning.
The second chapter “Typology of adjective constructions denoting a person” presents classification and analysis of adjective units that describe different features of a person, namely appearance, character and nationality.
The general conclusions represent the results of our investigation.
The references of the work contain a list of 61 theoretical sources, 7 dictionaries and 75 Internet articles.
CHAPTER ONE. THEORETICAL PRINCIPLES OF INVESTIGATING ADJECTIVE CONSTRUCTIONS IN ENGLISH NEWS TEXTS
Language is not just a means of communication between members of a society, it can also be defined as an important element in formation their culture and the perception of reality [Reboul 2015: 2]. In this case, the nominative function of language is revealed. While communicating, sharing information through different channels and perceiving it people analyze their reality and surroundings with the help of different linguistic units. Researchers singled out a new linguistic unit – a construction which is a unit of linguistic knowledge that pairs a linguistic form with a meaning [Goldberg 2006: 5; Langacker 2005: 140; Croft 2004: 288].

In our work we are going to investigate adjective constructions describing a person.  In general, they make our writing and speaking much more specific, and as a whole more fascinating. Especially, it concerns English news texts since the author aims at catching readers’ attention. An adjective construction is not different from a regular adjective appearing before a noun in a sentence and having an appropriate adjectival ending [Greenbaum 1996: 285]. In other words, it tells us more about a particular person, place, or thing. Adjective constructions can characterize appearance, look, smile, emotions and gestures of a person.

So, in this chapter we will focus our attention on the notions of a construction and an adjective, their types, spheres of usage, objects and phenomena they denote. Besides we will investigate peculiarities of Internet discourse as a medium of adjective constructions functioning. 

1.1. Theoretical approach to the notion of construction

In the last 20 years, linguists have discovered a new theoretical approach to structure of the language. It is connected with introduction of linguistic studies about structures known as constructions, providing long-standing traditions to be analyzed and accounted for [Goldberg 2003: 219].
Despite explicit importance that is agreed to the notion of construction in any linguistic approach that considers itself as a construction grammar (CxG), there is no generally accepted definition of the term across different variants of structure [Zeschel 2009: 185]. In particular, there are different assumptions about which additional requirements a given framework has to face in order to be recognized as a construction being a “form-meaning pairing” [Zeschel 2009: 185].

The term construction can occur not only in Construction Grammar, but in every research related to the language [Hilpert 2014: 15]. According to the constructional view, all speakers need to have knowledge of constructions. This claim is expressed by Adele E. Goldberg, one of the key developers of Construction Grammar as a theory of linguistic knowledge. Influenced by works of Kay and Fillmore, Goldberg developed a construction grammar that broadens the approach concerning constructions from irregular idiomatic units to regular form-meaning pairings [Goldberg 2006: 45]. In order to do this, the linguist focused on verb argument constructions. The core thesis in Goldberg's theory of Cognitive Constructional Grammar is that sentence-level constructions carry their meaning separately from other words within a sentence [Goldberg 1995: 1].

Constructions are learned on the basis of positive absorption and range across languages [Goldberg 2003: 222]. This idea emphasizes a key difference between constructional and generative approaches to the language.
The grammar of a language in Constructional Grammar is formed by means of taxonomic nettings of families of linguistic pairings [Croft 2004: 262]. The majority of researchers claim that constructional taxonomies are multiple inheritance nettings which resolve for a specific linguistic unit to inherit from more than one superordinate construction [Booij 2010: 103].  
The current study reveals some questions in denoting and delimiting these patterns in naturally appearing texts and represents arguments for a usage based model interpretation of the term grammatical construction. There are two aspects within usage-based model:
1) meaning in use;
2) structure emerges from use [Tomasello 2003: 69].

This approach is based on inductive learning which means that learning of the  constructions is the result of their frequent use and constant exposure with discourse [Tomasello 2003: 70]. 

Constructions are considered to be speakers' knowledge of form and function. These linguistic units occur as the core object of Cognitive Constructional Grammar developed by Adele E. Goldberg. According to her studies, a major difference between constructional and most mainstream generative approaches lays in the learning constructions on the basis of positive input.

1.1.1. Definition and peculiarities of constructions. The language mainly consists of constructions. The word “construction”, from Latin constructio, has been used as a grammatical term for more than two thousand years. The usage of form-meaning pairings in the grammar is considered to be a self-evident fact [Hilpert 2014: 17]. Traditional researchers described the grammar of a language as collections of constructions, in which every unit was viewed as a configuration of syntactic elements paired with a meaning and use [Lakoff 1987: 467].

Constructions were studied by different linguists, but they did not manage to create one common definition which would cover all the features and peculiarities of a term [Zeschel 2009: 185]. It proves that constructions are a really difficult topic to investigate. The most common definition is that constructions are viewed to be stored pairings of form and function, including different linguistic units, namely morphemes, words, idioms, which are lexically filled and fully normal patterns [Goldberg 2003: 219].

There are also other definitions of the term of a construction, given by different linguists. Here are some of them:

1) constructions pair entrenched form and meaning [Croft 2004: 278; Bybee 2006: 725];

2) they are non-predictable form-meaning pairs [Goldberg 1995: 6; Fillmore: 1999: 4];

3)   a construction is entirely productive form-meaning pairing [Kay 2002: 3];

4) constructions are combined form-meaning pairs [Langacker 2005: 82; Tailor 2002: 561].

Judging by these definitions we can point out that constructions are combinations of form, meaning and function. If we take into consideration these definitions, several features of constructions can be singled out. They are non-predictable, productive, entrenched and complex. People do not formulate a necessary construction when they need to analyze reality because constructions are entrenched in people’s mind. They are already in their minds due to the high occurrence in language. Constructions are thought to be complex pairings of form and meaning due to denoting internally complex symbolic structures [Evans 2009: 185]. They are viewed as productive because constructions are entrenched in people’s long-term memory and require minimal modification to be produced in communication [Dąbrowska 2010: 202].
Any linguistic pattern is considered to be a construction since some aspects of its form, meaning or function are not strongly predictable from its component parts or from other constructions recognized to exist [Goldberg 2006: 5]. In addition, construction approaches prove that pairings are stored even if they are obviously constructive as long as they appear with sufficient periodicity [Goldberg 2003: 219-220].

The construction is basic pre-fabricated unit of language acquisition [Goldberg 2006: 49]. It is entrenched-fixed in the memory due to multiple repetition. The construction is the main linguistic unit of language which includes at least two elements, joined by a certain value or function. It is absorbed and kept in memory as a separate structure, though it can be divided into lexical or grammatical components. People memorize not separate words, but the whole constructions together with their context [Tyler 2005: 21].
To sum up, linguists denote the term of a construction from different perspectives. In our investigation we focus our attention on the definition according to which constructions are considered to be form-meaning pairings entrenched in our memory due to multiple repetition in communication. People do not need to create them any time they want to express their point of view. Constructions are already in their minds due to the high occurrence in language.

1.1.2. Process of construction absorption. Learning constructions implies learning the association between form and meaning or function [Wulff 2008: 134]. Constructions are used in any language and the way of memorizing and using them is practically the same. Still remembering of constructions reveals individual and specific characteristics for each language. The absorption of constructions is based on the usage-based model theory [Bybee 2010: 827]. The theory claims that people memorize and learn constructions on the basis of the patterns they hear and produce.  The more reliable the association between a form and its meaning or function, the easier it is to memorize the certain construction [Bybee 2010: 829].
Frequent in the admission constructions are fixed more readily than occasional constructions [VanPatten, 2015: 77]. This empirical fact is resemblant to the idea of learning language from its usage in an associative manner. Owning to the experience of an individual, a learner’s perceptual system appears attuned to rely on constructions according to their probability of occurrence in the absorption [VanPatten, 2015: 79]. In case a learner observes a linguistic unit in the input from the very first, a memory combines its features into a unitary resemblance. The next time it will need less activation from the environment in order to reach threshold [Kuhl 2004: 840]. 

Many factors influence the absorption of constructions [Bybee 2010: 145]. Firstly, the connection between occurrence in usage and activation threshold is not linear but the effects of practice are greater at first stages of memorizing the construction [Kuhl 2004: 843]. Secondly, the extend of learning forced by an experience of a linguistic unit depending on the core feature of its form and the significance to perceive the construction properly [ibid]. Thirdly, the learning of any construction hangs on understanding different forms implying the interpretation. Fourthly, a construction usually ensures a particulate rectification of the structure of an utterance, which is specified by a quantity of precise linguistic units [Kuhl 2004: 843]. For instance, if a learner hears the construction a woman is beautiful, the interpretation is obviously clear due to the fact that these words are highly associated with each other.

Linguists have singled out three stages of construction absorption into a people’s memory:

1. Isolation.

2. Generalization.

3. Entrenching [http://www.ndu.edu.ua/index.php/ua/kafedra-germanskoji-filologiji/pro-kafedru-germ-fil].

At the stage of isolation a person exudes a construction, which is characterized by a unity of form, meaning and function, from the text or article. That reveals distinguishing form-meaning pairings from separate words and other linguistic units. Then a learner defines how frequent the certain construction is used in different communicative situations. For example, in Internet news articles hair of a person can be described with the help of the construction kinky hair, e.g. “She had lost the battle to keep her chunky, kinky hair” (www.bbc.com, 30.03.19), “Now not only are women taking pride in their natural kinky hair, they are also - wait for it - shaving it all off” (www.bbc.com, 30.03.19).
The second step in the absorption of constructions is generalization. In this case an individual deals with differentiating constructions according to various degrees of abstraction. To better generalize and perceive the construction, people may group them according to different purposes and features. If we take into consideration the construction kinky hair, we understand that it describes the appearance of a person. In order to better remember this unit, we generalize the meaning of words and relate this construction to those indicating hair of a person, and to be more precise, its style. Then people can learn other constructions representing this group of units.

The last stage is entrenching. Owning to multiple repetition and frequent use in communication, constructions are entrenched in our memory. The result can be seen if people formulate and communicate their points of view without any visible obstacles. We are able to produce the variety of constructions without thinking of their structure, specific features and peculiarities. For example, when we want to describe the appealing appearance of a woman, we unconsciously use the construction a beautiful woman. But in the case of denoting the attractive outward look of a man, we automatically produce the construction a handsome man, but not beautiful. On the subliminal level we know a necessary amount of widely used in communication constructions and can easily use them.
To recapitulate, when we perceive any construction we learn the association between its form, meaning and function. The absorption of constructions is influenced by various factors, anyway scholars managed to single out three stages of the process of absorption of constructions in people’s mind: isolation, generalization and entrenching. During the stage of isolation, people separate a construction from other words and word-combinations. At the stage of generalization the degrees of abstraction of constructions are taken into account. The last step is entrenching of constructions in mind due to multiple repetition in communication.  

1.1.3. Approaches to the classification of constructions. Constructions are classified according to two different approaches: paradigmatic, focusing on qualities of components, and syntagmatic, emphasizing their number [Talavira 2019: 143]. In other words they are defined with regard to the levels of generalization and the absence or presence of context.
Dwelling on paradigmatic studies, constructions are divided into item-based, lexicalized and grammaticalized patterns [Potapenko 2017: 173]. Item-based constructions keep the same form in all contexts, so that they are used as single units [Talavira 2019: 143], e.g. a wonderful woman. Lexicalized patterns are considered to rely on predicate, e.g. X describes Y, X calls Y, disappearance of X. Grammaticalized linguistic units generalize the relations between the participants of an action [Tomasello 2000: 62], e.g. X Verbtransitive Y (= X hits Y), Object transfer constructions, Make – constructions. 

A more profound classification of constructions consists of four levels: word constructions, e.g. a teenager (means a teenager); idiom constructions, e.g. full of beans (means someone who has a lot of energy and enthusiasm); comparative linguistic units, e.g. X is older than Y; resultative constructions, e.g. She describes African woman to be ugly [Potapenko 2017:174].
According to the absence or presence of the context we distinguish three types of constructions:

1) immediate;

2) modified;

3) extended.

In an immediate construction a word with dependent units is supported on the left or on the right [Talavira 2017: 102]. There are constructions with left-hand dependence, e.g. a handsome man and right-hand dependence, e.g. she is easy-going. We analyze this type of constructions without relying on the context. While reading such linguistic units without its context we understand only some facts but less detail. The modified constructions enlarge the immediate ones with additional units, e.g. the most adorable Czechoslovakian stuntman. In an extended construction the immediate unit combines with other constructions, e.g. be described as an elegant woman. Extended linguistic units include the immediate constructions into an utterance or text. In this case the context helps us to better understand the text and its topic.
To recapitulate, due to the levels of generalization, constructions can be item-based, lexicalized and grammaticalized patterns. According to the absence or presence of the context, scholars distinguish immediate, modified and extended constructions.
1.2. Theoretical approach to the notion of adjective

Adjectives have not been investigated a lot in classical lexical semantics in comparison with a great number of researches devoted to nouns and verbs. The majority of languages include adjectives denoting the concepts of color (white, black), age (old, young), and value (good, bad) [Jurafsky 2018: 152]. An adjective is a linguistic unit that describes a noun or a pronoun [Cambridge Online Dictionary]. Adjectives are viewed as words denoting or modifying other units, which make the text more concrete, and in general, more interesting. In other words, they denote an individual, a thing or a place, express physical or other qualities and the author’s opinion or attitude to a certain person or an event [Malik 2002: 10]. Adjectives usually describe appearance, deportment, smile, character and gestures of people. 

Adjectives are linguistic units which indicate properties which are not developing in time. Owning to that fact, in several languages these units are denoted as property words. Properties are single qualitative characteristics that are related to a thing or a person [Radden 2007: 146]. In our research we focus our attention on properties which are attributed to features of people. 
An adjective is an interesting subject to investigate and this fact explains the variety of approaches to its definition. They have several classifications, have degrees of comparison and can become nouns. But in our work the main attention is laid on the adjective constructions as an object of our research.

1.2.1. The notion of adjective and its definition. There are two approaches to the definition of an adjective. The first one is connected with language units. Adjectives are viewed to denote properties which are an instance of thing [Radden 2007: 146]. The second approach claims that adjectives can modify nouns or pronouns by giving descriptive or specific detail [Aarts 2001: 32]. David Crystal defines an adjective as a term used in the grammatical classification of words to refer to the core quantity of items specifying the attributes of nouns [Crystal 2008: 11-12]. According to Geoffrey Finch, adjectives are linguistic units which specify the attributes of nouns. Typically, they provide information about the colour, size, shape and appearance of entities [Finch 2000: 82]. We adhere to Finch’s definition according to which adjectives describe some properties of a thing or a person.
Adjectives usually describe properties, denote the categorial semantics of their essence, can be converted into nouns and possess distributional characteristics.

Properties of an individual or a thing, described by adjectives, are relatively   stable. For example, if we see the word a lady, it is likely to remain a lady, if we come across a construction a vulnerable middle-aged lady, it possesses vulnerable and middle-aged. Semantically, adjectives determine relations and are considered to be dependent conceptual units. An adjective such as middle-aged in a middle-aged lady designates a relation between the entity “lady” and the domain “age” [Radden 2007: 148-149].

The adjective indicates the categorial semantics of essence properties. It implies that each adjective used in any text presumes connection to some nouns the property of the referent it describes. They can include colour, material, dimensions, position, state, and other permanent and temporary characteristics [Блох 1983: 202]. 
In particular cases adjectives can be substantivized, that implies turning into nouns [Блох 1983: 243]. We distinguish two types of substantivization: full and partial. The first type, namely fully substantivised adjectives, includes words completely transformed into nouns. These adjectives can be preceded by the article, adopt the plural form and may occur in the possessive case, e.g. a black, the black, six blacks, a black's character. Partially converted adjectives take from the nouns only the definite article, e.g. the sad, implying the meaning of sad people. In the English language adjectives are often embraced as nouns used to depict classes of people, e.g. the sick, the unemployed [Radden 2007: 148-149]. 
Adjectives are viewed as having the distributional characteristic. They normally function in two positions in the texts. They are the attributive position and the predicative position. In an attributive stance an adjective precedes a noun, e.g. an easy-going girl. The predicative position concerns the adjectives as following a linking verb or copula, e.g. she is a brilliant woman.

To sum up, adjectives are linguistic units which describe certain properties of a person or a thing. These words denote the categorial semantics of property essence, can be transformed into nouns and possess distributional characteristics. In a text adjectives traditionally occur in the attributive and predicative positions.

1.2.2. Types of adjectives. Adjectives can be classified according to their structure, meaning and grammatical characteristics and the degree of characteristics. 

Owning to their structure, adjectives are divided into simple, derivative and compound [Krylova 2003: 330-339]. Simple adjectives are described as having neither prefixes nor suffixes. They typically characterize people and events, e.g. a great man, a young person. Adjectives which include derivative elements, suffixes or prefixes are named derivative, e.g. wonderful, unkempt. Compound adjectives are formed of two or more stems. The main types of compound adjectives are: noun-stem+adjective-stem, e.g. shoulder-length, noun-stem+participle-stem, e.g. easy-going, middle-aged.
Taking into account the meaning and grammatical characteristics, all adjectives are divided into two large groups: qualitative and relative [Раєвська 1976: 88]. Qualitative adjectives indicate different qualities of a substance. The degree of a quality is regarded as high or low, adequate or inadequate, prominent or unimportant, optional or excessive. For example, a handsome husband – a very handsome husband, a nice boy – just a nice boy. Relative adjectives denote properties established by the straight relation to other substances, e.g. colour - coloured. 
According to different degrees of characteristic, scholars differentiate a number of premodifier adjectives. They are scalar, deadverbial, denominal and determining [Radden 2007: 150].  

The meaning of the scalar adjectives is determined in accordance with the norm, e.g. very intelligent. They are considered to be gradable, which indicates that they can be preceded by words such as very, extremely, less. They denote the extent to which the adjective applies to the combined word [Aarts 2001: 32]. Scalar adjectives are compared in regard to the scale of comparison and intensity. The scale of comparison consists of three grades: positive, comparative and superlative [Radden 2007: 151]. Measures along the scale of intensity of a property are indicated by a number of adverbs, e.g. pretty, terribly and awfully. These adverbs depict increasing degrees of intensity [ibid]. 

Deadverbial adjectives concern the manner of an action or the setting of a situation. We can observe the meaning of manner in the following examples, e.g. hard worker, heavy smoker. Taking into account aspects of the setting, that this type of adjectives can imply, they are represented by the time of a situation, e.g. the late husband or its reality status, e.g. the likely winner [Radden 2007: 152].

Denominal adjectives possess the relation to participants of an event which are recategorized as specifying properties. Participants perform a specific role in a current situation. For example, presidential adviser, in this example the president plays the part as being the recipient of information [ibid].

Determining adjectives specify a thing or a referent. For example, a regular fool, in a given phrase the predicate noun fool indicates a category and its specification by the intensifier regular emphasizing the category as fully applied [Radden 2007: 153].

To recapitulate, adjectives are classified due to their structure, the meaning and the degree of characteristics. According to the first classification, we distinguish simple, derivative and compound adjectives. As for the meaning, they are divided into qualitative and relative. Taking into account the degree of characteristics, adjectives fall into four groups: scalar, deadverbial, denominal and determining.

1.2.3. Adjective constructions as an object of research. We come across a lot of adjective constructions in our everyday life. A suitable adjective form-meaning pairing offers the audience greater detail and gives a sentence more life. A single adjective may fully meet person's needs, but if it can become a part of an adjective construction, it may provide readers to better realize the situation. 

Adjective constructions are defined as form-meaning pairings having an adjective performing as the head [Greenbaum 1996: 288], which may be preceded by premodifiers and followed by postmodifiers. To put it simply, an adjective construction is a pairing of form, meaning and function with an adjective in it. 

Occasionally, the adjective can begin the construction, e.g. full of beans, accomplish it, e.g. very smart, or appear in a middle position, e.g. quite upset about it [Greenbaum 1996: 288]. Different words, word-combinations and phrases within the adjective construction are mainly represented by adverbs or prepositional phrases, e.g. sympathetic towards that girl.
The adjective construction can be expanded in different ways: adjective – beautiful, degree word + adjective – very beautiful, adverb + adjective – always beautiful, adjective + preposition + pronoun – more beautiful than her. Degree adverbs are represented by units modifying both adjectives and adverbs, e.g. extremely, very, more, awfully. Degree words express a quality, intensity, or degree of the following adjective or adverb; to be more precise, these words function as determiners specifying the adjective [Brinton 2000: 172].
In this type of constructions adjectives can be premodified and postmodified. Adjectives are premodified mostly by adverbs. The premodifier possesses the same meaning as an intensifier. The most widespread one is very. Several of the intensifiers are indicated as combinations of words, e.g. sort of, a bit. Focusing adverbs are often used as premodifiers of adjectives. They include additive adverbs, e.g. equally, even, exclusive adverbs, e.g. only, just and particularizer adverbs, e.g. particularly, predominantly [Greenbaum 1996: 290–291].
Adjectives are chiefly postmodified by prepositional phrases. In some cases, adjectives need a postmodifying prepositional phrase containing the specified preposition, e.g. bad at, good at. Premodifiers and postmodifiers of an adjective construction can be combined, due to the frequent occurrence of an intensifier with the adjective within a construction [Greenbaum 1996: 292–295].

To sum up, an adjective construction is a pairing of form, meaning and function with an adjective in it functioning as a core element. Like a separate adjective, an adjective construction can be used before the noun it is modifying, after the noun it is modifying and be in a middle position. Adjective constructions can be expanded and modified by adverbs and prepositional phrases, be premodified or postmodified. 
1.3. Internet news articles as the medium of adjective constructions functioning

Every day we are engaged in communication with other people, we read newspapers, listen to the radio and news or watch television. In all these cases we deal with discourse. There are a lot of definitions concerning the term “discourse”. All of them involve reference to concepts of language in use, language beyond or above the sentence, language as a means of communication and language in cultural and situational set-up [Davies 2004: 134]. Some other linguists determine discourse as text, intent in life [Arutyunovа 1998: 136], or text in a situation of interchange [Карасик 2004: 32]. Discourse is the usage of language both in written or spoken way that influences on micro and macro levels on people that take part in communication [Fairclough 2011: 358].

Discourse is divided into various types due to the subjects that are described and the audience it is targeted at. We distinguish the following types of discourse: media, poetical, pedagogical, religious, dialogical, workplace, legal, military, administrative, medical etc [Karasik 2000: 102]. 

Presently, the most widespread type of discourse is media discourse. Media discourse is concerned about the usage of language by mass media [Talbot 2007: 103]. The media performs the main role in apprising people of facts occurring in the world, chiefly in the areas where the audience does not have straight knowledge or experience [Happer 2013: 1]. The nature of media discourse as a verbal-visual reality is indicated by two core characteristics: the way of data transmission through the mass media and the mass character of the audience having an informational impact [Карасик 2004: 299]. To some extend discourse hangs on changes in social life and development of technologies. All classifications of discourse distinguish media discourse as a separate type. 

1.3.1. Media discourse. Currently people notice rapid progress of new information technologies and media. By media we imply different channels, means or forums used to transmit information, providing entertainment and ensuring perception among the audience. Mass media is considered to be diversified and prominent scale communication device for information transmission to the masses which includes newspapers, magazines, books, radio, television and Internet [Pavlik 2001: 124]. Presently media widely affects the language behavior of communicators. 

Media discourse appeals to spoken or written interactions in which the discourse is oriented to a non-present reader, listener or viewer [O’Keeffe 2011: 441]. There are two approaches to the definition of media discourse. The first approach underscores that media discourse is a specific verbal-mental activity, peculiar only for information mass media space [Кожемякин 2010: 13]. According to the second approach, media discourse is any kind of discourse realized in media space and produced by mass media. Thus it is possible to distinguish political, religious, scientific media discourse characterized by the specificity of mass information formation, interpretation and broadcasting [Кожемякин 2010: 13]. 

There are some distinctive features of media discourse that separate it from other types. They include:

· group relations; 

· publicity; 

· creating conflict; 

· periods of mass orientation [Желтухина 2007: 27–40]

The last feature of media discourse represents the reaching a large number of people simultaneously. So that, media discourse is also named as mass media discourse. Mass media aims at giving us information about various events, issues and people from other countries and cultures and discovering current changes in distant places in the world [O’Keeffe 2011: 456].

Media discourse is addressed to a society. In general it focuses on four main areas of topics:

1) immediacy (presenting news which inform about concrete actions and events); 

2)       drama (referring to discourse about crimes, violence, abuse);

3) simplicity (reflecting discourse about precise opinions of influential personalities);

4) ethnocentrism (focusing on diverse people's beliefs, myths and symbols) [Matheson 2005: 5].

Media discourse is realized by print, digital and network media, channels and communication tools. Taking into account the used channels, media discourse is divided into different types: press, radio, television and the Internet. In addition, media discourse is introduced by different genres: news, informational, entertainment and advertising [Лук’янець 2015: 32]. The most common one nowadays is news genre, the purpose of which is to present information to the masses about current events in a way that the recipient could understand what is being discussed. In this context, the text is perceived not passively, but is an active communication interaction between the author and the addressee, resulting in the formation of a new media reality [Лук’янець 2015: 33].

Unlike other types of discourse, media discourse does not create a new channel of communication. It only changes already existing ones. Today there exists more communication channels in media discourse than people had many years ago, where print sources, television and radio were the main vehicles. Nowadays the most widely-spread channels of transmission the information in media discourse are: oral, written and visual [Matheson 2005: 22].

The oral channel of media discourse includes radio, television, news broadcasts and drama discourse. The main attention here is paid to paradigmatic cues such as gestures and facial expressions [Matheson 2005: 23]

Written media discourse represents newspapers and magazines. In this type, the author is eliminated from the audience in including both time and space. A writer also has the ability to edit work as much as required, unlike a speaker being obliged to continually proceed speech until the certain idea is finished [Matheson 2005: 23].

Still, there is one more kind of media discourse that cannot be referred neither to written, nor to spoken type. This is Internet media discourse, which combines three mentioned channels of communication: oral, written and visual.

To summarize, media discourse is a leading type of discourse. It is always present in our everyday and institutional communication. Media discourse is divided into written, oral and visual. In addition, there exists Internet discourse that combines oral, written and visual channels of communication.
1.3.2. The Internet as a type of media discourse. Its history started in 1970s with the appearance of the Internet itself [Renkema 2004: 69–70].
Internet discourse is a type of media discourse, which indicates the process and result of the media. By this we imply a number of speech actions that take place between the author and the reader during their communication in concrete time, space and other contexts [Лук’янець 2015: 32]. In other words Internet discourse is the interaction of people with the help of transmitting information via network computers [Herring 2015: 127].

The main feature of computer discourse reveals in dealing with sources of communication that can be read or heard [Herring 2015: 129].

Internet discourse allows participants to interact with each other through usual channels of communications for cyberspace discourse, but unfamiliar for other types of media discourse [Dominick 2012: 43]. It has given rise to new models of communication which are tweets, blogs, emails and other social media channels as well as specific traditional media genres such as news, adverts, movies and TV programs. Thus, it has combined both traditional types of communications and recently appeared ones. That is why this type of discourse has won a world-wide popularity [Dominick 2012: 45].

To sum up, the Internet is the most powerful kind of mass media these days that is why Internet discourse is rapidly developing. Internet deals with both written and spoken sources of communication. It gives people opportunities to interact through new models having combined both traditional types of communications and recent ones. Internet discourse allows a number of participants to communicate simultaneously. More than that, it can present information in the form of various Internet news articles.
1.3.3. Internet news articles as a representation of news discourse. News discourse is as a type of media discourse which reproduces events as texts, transmitting them to the channels of communication between participants for further perception, interpretation and processing. It presents current events in the life of society, consists of compressed but informative texts and comments submitted with the help of various linguistic means [Лук’янець 2015: 34].

Lately, the majority of information has been transmitted to the reader in the form of articles. An article is a piece of writing about a particular subject in a newspaper or a magazine [Longman Online Dictionary] or on the Internet [Cambridge Online Dictionary]. Articles can be characterized as written works functioning in a printed or electronic medium. 

An article, accessible on the Internet, is named as electronic article or Internet article. It is a publication that occurs on the Internet or in some other electronic broadcast medium [Danesi 2009: 108].

Articles that aim at displaying a piece of information about current events of general interest or a specific topic are called news articles [Danesi 2009: 110]. News articles are quite short and informative. But not every text can be called an article, because articles have special structure and composition. 

We should differentiate structure from composition. Taking structure we deal with the components of an article while composition means the way how components of the structure are connected.

The composition in written language is defined as a way in which the parts of a media text are put together [Danesi 2009: 72]. Composition of an article usually includes:

1) the coherence of facts, details, actions and events;

2) the description of participants;

3) the details about the conditions, interests and thoughts of participants;

4) forecasts, versions, assessments and author’s attitude;

5) its style [Дмитровский 2012: 194].

 We have singled out three types of news articles structure: an inverted pyramid structure, an aforesaid structure and a schematic approach to the news articles structure. 

The structure of a news story is compared to an inverted pyramid. According to this approach, the most relevant information is supposed to come at the beginning of an article. In this case, the news article progresses from more important through less and less considerable information [Fairclough 2003: 6].

Taking into account the structure of an inverted pyramid, a news item should present the answers to the so-called ‘five W’s and an H’: who, what, when, where, how. A principle of relevance is as following: the most significant, high-level material of each topic comes first, followed by less important, lower-level information [Fairclough 2003: 4].

The other type of structure of news articles is the aforesaid structure. It indicates news stories not being told in a chronological order. They exhibit a non-linear structure, they do not start at the beginning and finish at the end, as conventional narratives do [Pajuner 2008: 3–4]. 

There is one more approach to structuring news article. It is called a schematic approach. According to that any news article contains the following parts (that can be called categories):

1) an initial Summary category (includes the Headline and the Lead);

2) a News category [Dijk 1986: 164].

An initial Summary category functions as the introduction to the text. In this part the information about the main participants, events, the location and time is introduced. A News article category is divided into an Episode category and Comments categories. An Episode part is subdivided into an Events category (containing a Main Events category and a Backgrounds category) and a Consequences or Reactions category, which includes acts and verbal reactions. Comments categories include speculations or expectations about what might happen next or reporter’s personal opinion [Dijk 1986: 169–170].
Thus, news article is a special kind of presenting information in a written form in a newspaper or on the Internet. Internet news article is publications which functions in electronic medium and presents information about current events of general interest or a specific topic. Composition of the article helps the author to connect all the components of the structure and to create a good article that should be readable and can get readers interested. News articles may have an inverted pyramid, an aforesaid or a schematic structure. 
CONCLUSIONS ON CHAPTER ONE
Language is mainly studied by means of constructions which are defined as combinations of forms, meanings and functions. These linguistic units have several features, namely they are considered to be non-predictable, productive, entrenched and complex. Constructions are stored in people's mind due to frequent occurrence and usage in communication. 

Constructions can be classified according to paradigmatic and syntagmatic approaches. Dwelling on paradigmatic studies, constructions are divided into item-based, lexicalized and grammaticalized patterns. Due to this approach, we pay attention to qualities of components. Taking into consideration syntagmatic studies to constructions, we distinguish immediate, modified and extended units. There are three stages of construction absorption into a people’s memory: isolation, generalization and entrenching. 

Adjectives, being a part of an adjective construction, are words that describe properties and provide descriptive and specific details about a person or a thing. In our research we focus our attention on properties which are attributed to different features of people. They are represented by different types, classified according to their structure, meaning and grammatical characteristics and the degree of those characteristics.

Adjective constructions are parings of form, meaning and function containing the adjective acting as the main linguistic component in it. The adjective can initiate, conclude the construction and occur in a medial position. Adjective constructions can be extended and modified by adverbs and prepositional phrases, be premodified or postmodified. 

Constructions are frequently used in various types of media discourse and, in particular, in Internet discourse. Internet discourse is a kind of media discourse, which includes the process and result of the media. It is defined as the communication produced when human beings interact with one another by transmitting texts via network computers. Internet discourse is represented in the form of various Internet news articles which present information about current events of general interest or a specific topic and function in electronic medium. Articles can have three types of structures: an inverted pyramid structure, an aforesaid structure and a schematic approach to the news articles structure. 
CHAPTER TWO. TYPOLOGY OF ADJECTIVE CONSTRUCTIONS DENOTING A PERSON
Adjective constructions denoting a person are frequently used in Internet news articles. Their usage is explained by the author’s intention to make the article more interesting and lively, catch audience attention and get the reader interested in the news. That is why we can see adjective constructions in the headline, the lead and the body of the text, where they can be omitted. Those constructions come across in different types of news which are different and devoted to various topics, for example news about politics, sport, culture, some daily situations happening in people’s lives and different accidents. 

Having analyzed 75 BBC news articles we have singled out examples of paradigmatic and syntagmatic adjective constructions describing a person. 

Our paper presents the analysis of adjective constructions which are used in Internet news articles to denote people. Having explored the meaning of adjectives in constructions in dictionaries (Oxford, Cambridge, Longman, Collins) they are divided into three groups:

1. Adjective constructions denoting appearance of a person:

2. Adjective constructions denoting character of a person.

3. Adjective constructions denoting nationality of a person.
Some of these groups are further subdivided due to the combinability of constructions and the different shades of meanings of a chosen characteristic to describe the appearance, character and nationality of a person.
2.1. Adjective constructions denoting appearance of a person

Person's physical appearance is the main thing in perceiving us by other people. It is the first thing they pay attention to when meet new individuals. The appearance can tell us a lot about a certain person, even about the character. 
The authors of Internet news articles emphasize the appearance of their characters using different adjective form-meaning pairings which help to make the article more newsworthy and amusing. Besides, it is simpler for the reader of the story to imagine it and find everything in his or her own picture of the world. Adjective constructions denoting appearance of a person are divided into five groups indicating general appearance, age, skin tone, face and facial expressions and hair of a person. 
2.1.1. Adjective constructions reflecting general appearance of a person with the help of description of some of its aspects are perceived by everyone in the same way in all languages. By the word appearance we understand the way a person looks or seems to other people [Cambridge Online Dictionary]. There is a subjective estimation of a person on the basis of his or her positive or negative aspects of appearance [Dominick 2013: 166]. So that adjective constructions which represent general physical appearance are divided into two groups: attractive appearance which produces positive effect and unattractive appearance of people which makes the opposite impression.
2.1.1.1. Adjective constructions representing attractive appearance of people include immediate, modified and extended. We have singled out 21 of them. According to their meaning the core adjectives in immediate constructions are divided into three subgroups: those describing the highest degree of attractiveness, representing a full of enthusiasm person and denoting male appealing appearance.
Six immediate adjective constructions with adjectives, which are used to describe the appearance, imply that people are good-looking but at the same time they indicate different degree of attractiveness. The words gorgeous, wonderful, adorable, beautiful and amazing present the highest degree having the meaning of being very beautiful, attractive or pleasant [Longman Online Dictionary], e.g. “She was a wonderful woman and had a lovely sense of humour and that's something somebody should have” (www.bbc.com, 13.06.19), “A Conservative MP has been criticised for saying unemployed young people should take farm jobs working with gorgeous EU women” (www.bbc.com, 2.10.19), “She was an adorable, beautiful daughter and granddaughter” (www.bbc.com, 31.10.19), “A spokesman for the German Penz13.com team said the 27-year-old was an amazing person who greatly enriched our team” (www.bbc.com, 4.06.19).  An attractively full of enthusiasm girl the author of the article describes by the adjective bubbly, e.g. “Samantha was a gorgeous, bubbly girl always full of beans and so loveable, and to think that I will never see her again is so very hard indeed” (www.bbc.com, 2.10.19). As for the word handsome, the author uses it to emphasize that the man is physically attractive and has a pleasing and impressive appearance [Cambridge Online Dictionary], e.g. “But ultimately their goal is to find a handsome man – which Krantz wrote about in graphic detail” (www.bbc.com, 24.06.19).  

In this group three immediate adjective constructions are modified by the adverbs very, so and just to emphasize and intensify the quality of attractiveness, e.g. “a very great man” (www.bbc.com, 15.02.19), “a very good-looking, handsome and charming husband” (www.bbc.com, 4.04.19), “he is so energetic” (www.bbc.com, 6.05.19), “just a nice boy” (www.bbc.com, 12.02.19). The numeral one gives the exact number of people, e.g. “one strong woman” (www.bbc.com, 30.03.19) and the quantifier a lot of states vague quantity of humans that is a large amount, e.g. “a lot of decent people” (www.bbc.com, 25.05.19). As for possessive pronouns his and her, they are used to denote belonging and possession to a person or a group of people, e.g. “his beautiful soul” (www.bbc.com, 16.07.19), “her gracious mother” (www.bbc.com, 13.06.19). The immediate adjective construction can be also modified by the abbreviation EU which means European Union and reflects being a part of this organization, e.g. “gorgeous EU women” (www.bbc.com, 2.10.19). In addition, to describe the appealing appearance of an individual, we have singled out the adjective in the superlative degree of comparison + word denoting nationality, e.g. “the most adorable Czechoslovakian stuntman” (www.bbc.com, 27.05.19). The word Czechoslovakian denotes nationality of the man and the adjective adorable represents him as very attractive in comparison to other people. One immediate construction is modified by the adjective young which shows that the woman has not lived for very long [Collins Online Dictionary], e.g. “the ebullient young woman” (www.bbc.com, 19.04.19). The adjective old in the comparative degree of comparison is used when one object or group is equalized with another, e.g. “a wonderful older lady” (www.bbc.com, 25.04.19). In the example, the old lady is considered to have a greater amount of quality of attractiveness in comparison with another person. 
Five extended adjective constructions of this group occur in the position of an object, an object complement, constructions represented by passive voice and participle complex.

Adjective construction an elegant woman in the function of an object is extended by immediate unit of right-hand dependence in a black designer dress and high heels, which emphasizes a woman being graceful and attractive in appearance [Cambridge Online Dictionary], being modified by the adjectives black and designer, e.g. “He had come to the villa to meet an elegant woman in a black designer dress and high heels” (www.bbc.com, 24.05.19). The dress is described with the help of the adjective black, which denotes the darkest colour [Collins Online Dictionary] and the noun designer, functioning as an attribute, which represents a piece of clothes made by a famous and fashionable stylist to attract people by being new [Cambridge Online Dictionary]. More than that, the immediate construction an elegant woman is extended by the verb meet. It expresses man's intention to see that woman and speak with her.

We have singled out one extended adjective construction functioning as an object complement X finds Y attractive, e.g. “Speaking on David Tennant's podcast, the TV host added that "certainly no-one ever finds you attractive" on screen if you are a larger size” (www.bbc.com, 2.04.19). In this sentence the adjective attractive, which means to be very beautiful to look at [Cambridge Online Dictionary], appears as a direct object. The author of the article uses an object complement to give additional information and better description of a subject. 

Two constructions are extended by the verbs portray and call which are used in the passive voice. The present continuous passive voice highlights that the description of that women and girls by others as beautiful or intelligent has a lasting effect on people, e.g. “You rarely saw curvy, chubby, black women or girls who were being portrayed as beautiful or intelligent” (www.bbc.com, 28.02.19). The verb call is used to describe someone in a particular way, e.g. “They also were called a "radiant couple" by Robert Picardo, known for his role as The Doctor on Star Trek: Voyager” (www.bbc.com, 28.03.18). In this example, it shows that people consider Robert Picardo and his wife to be obviously very beautiful.
 Moreover, we have noticed one adjective construction represented by participle complex in which the participle looking is used to emphasize the general appearance of the woman that is serene and gorgeous. More than that, these linguistic units are modified by the adverb so, e.g. “Mother sat there looking so serene and gorgeous, really dressed up beautifully and each person came in, all the boys with their cameras and lighting and she thought that was great” (www.bbc.com, 13.06.19). In this example, peacefulness and great beauty of that woman are indicated by those non-gradable adjectives. 
Judging by the positive shades of meaning of adjectives attractive, beautiful, intelligent, radiant, serene and gorgeous, these constructions produce significantly positive effect and denote appealing appearance of people. This group of constructions is represented by 21 immediate, modified and extended linguistic units used in various syntactical functions. The immediate constructions are modified to emphasize the attractiveness of people, their quantity, nationality and state of being old or young. The extended adjective constructions are used with verbs and adjectives which denote what people consider others to be.

2.1.1.2. Adjective constructions denoting unattractive appearance are represented by 5 linguistic units and one idiom. They are less numeral than the constructions of the previous group because authors of the news articles tend to describe people with the help of positive constructions in order to attract readers' attention.
We have singled out two immediate adjective constructions describing unpleasant to look at and communicate with people [Cambridge Online Dictionary]. The core adjectives in these constructions are unattractive and horrible which have negative shades of meaning. In the sentence, these units are used in the syntactical functions of a subject, e.g. “For some reason unattractive or heavy people don't fall in love” (www.bbc.com, 2.04.19) and a predicative, e.g. “One minute he was as good as gold, the next he was horrible” (www.bbc.com, 4.04.19). 
One construction is represented by the adjective good-looking, which denotes positive appearance, but being modified by the negative particle not, it indicates impugnable outlook, e.g. “he's not even good-looking” (www.bbc.com, 11.06.19). Moreover, it is modified by the adverb even, which is used to describe something unusual, surprising or unexpected [Cambridge Online Dictionary] and intensifies the quality of an adjective.

Two constructions contain the extending elements of left-hand dependence represented by verbs of communicative activity call and describe. The verb call shows that a girl considers Irish women to have unappealing appearances, e.g. “Azealia Banks has called Irish women ugly and accused airline Aer Lingus of banning her following a row on a plane” (www.bbc.com, 22.01.19). As for the verb describe, which extends the second construction, it denotes what others say about Ms Baldwin's look, and according to the example, she is considered to be untidy and not neat [Longman Online Dictionary], e.g. “Ms Baldwin, 35, from the Newcastle area, was robbed at about 22:30 GMT on Wednesday at the services, near Rochdale, by what she described as an unkempt man” (www.bbc.com, 24.03.19).
In addition, unattractive appearance of a person is represented by the idiom ugly as sin. The source domain of this idiom is sin which is more concrete and the target domain here is a person considered to be very unattractive, e.g. “She said she met Vincent Van Gogh when he would buy paint from her uncle in Arles in 1888, calling him ugly as sin and an awful character” (www.bbc.com, 18.09.19). 
To sum up, adjective constructions denoting general physical look of a person can represent attractive and unattractive appearance. The group of constructions expressing appealing appearance is more numerous and is represented by 21 unuts containing immediate, modified and extended adjective constructions used in different syntactical functions. The second group includes 5 constructions which are mainly immediate and extended and can occur in the position of a subject and a predicative. One linguistic unit is represented by the idiom ugly as sin. The core adjectives in constructions under analysis present different shades of unattractive and unpleasant appearance and their effect on other people.

2.1.2. Adjective constructions indicating age of a person represent the state of being old or young and the number of years that a person has lived [Oxford Online Dictionary]. They are represented by 38 immediate, modified and extended adjective units. 
According to the meaning of the core adjectives in 7 immediate constructions they are divided into two groups: those representing young people (young, little, teenage) and denoting old ones (old, retired). 

Immediate adjective constructions representing young age are mainly used in the function of a subject and a predicative. All the adjectives from the first group have different shades of meaning. We use young and little to depict not old people who have not lived for very long [Longman Online Dictionary], e.g. “A young couple from San Francisco found him online” (www.bbc.com, 13.02.19), “Young clients continue to feel comfortable having their hair cut in a van that runs on fossil fuel” (www.bbc.com, 29.03.19); “He is a young ambassador for Instagram” (ww.bbc.com, 10.02.19), “I never dreamt when I was a little girl that my mother would be the talking point of the whole country” (www.bbc.com, 13.06.19). One construction functions as an object with the core adjective teenage, which highlights that people are aged between 13 and 19 [Longman Online Dictionary], e.g. “Detectives are looking for two teenage woman and a teenage boy” (www.bbc.com, 18.07.19).
 In the next group the adjective old points to people who are no longer young, e.g. “… quite a few of them are old men” (www.bbc.com, 29.03.19). As for the word retired, it expresses additional shade of meaning which is to stop working usually because of age [Cambridge Online Dictionary] or in other words it is someone who is not employed any more, e.g. “Retired banker Irini Tzortzoglou jas won this year's MasterChef – and quickly said she has no plans to start a new career running a restaurant” (www.bbc.com, 30.03.19).
To emphasize belongingness to a person and compare people with other individuals, the immediate adjective constructions can be modified by the possessive pronoun their, which refers to possession and belonging, e.g. “their newborn son” (www.bbc.com, 2.03.19); possessive pronoun her + adjective in the comparative degree of comparison, e.g. “her older brother Adnan” (www.bbc.com, 15.02.19) and a noun (a proper name) + adjective in the superlative degree of comparison, e.g. “Ko Ni's eldest daughter” (www.bbc.com, 15.02.19).  In order to state the exact number of people participating in the action, the construction is modified by the numeral two, e.g. “two teenage gunmen” (www.bbc.com, 13.02.19), “two young men” (www.bbc.com, 29.03.19). To intensify the feature and show higher degree of the adjective young, the immediate adjective construction is modified by much, e.g. “a much younger relative” (www.bbc.com, 7.06.19). In order to denote the quality of participants, the construction is modified by the quantifier many, e.g. “for many young teachers” (www.bbc.com, 28.01.19). The intensifier especially highlights the importance of these people among other ones, e.g. “especially young girls and women” (www.bbc.com, 30.03.19). The evaluative adjectives wonderful, clever, intelligent help to stress some important characteristics of a personality and appearance, e.g. “a wonderful older lady” (www.bbc.com, 25.04.19), “a clever young man” (www.bbc.com, 30.07.19), “intelligent young people” (www.bbc.com, 16.05.18). To underscore what country a person is from, the authors use words denoting nationality, e.g. “the teenage Parkland pupils” (www.bbc.com, 13.02.19), “British young people” (www.bbc.com, 2.10.19). The modification of these constructions highlights not only the aspect of age, but also the relations with other people and the surrounding world.

Adjective constructions denoting age of a person are extended by verbs denoting motion, communicative activity, physical and activity change as well as by prepositions. 

Seven extended adjective constructions representing age of a person include the following elements expressed by the verbs of motion walk out, approach, pick up, e.g. “Almost three hours later, the little girl – whom I shall call "Baby Warrior" – walked out with…” (www.bbc.com, 30.03.19), “Christensen had approached another young woman earlier on the same day but she refused to get into his vehicle” (www.bbc.com, 19.07.19),“Kasky had been rushing to pick up his younger brother from a special needs class ...” (www.bbc.com, 13.02.19); the verb of communicative activity tell, e.g.“Ko Ni's eldest daughter tells me in the family flat in downtown Yangon” (www.bbc.com, 15.02.19); verbs of physical activity work and find, e.g. “A younger son works as his assistant and cleans his brushes”      (www.bbc.com, 17.02.19), “A young couple from San Francisco found him online” (www.bbc.com, 10.02.19); the verb of physical change die, e.g. “Britain's oldest person Grace Jones dies at age of 112” (www.bbc.com, 13.06.19) and the verb of activity change join, e.g. “An older son has joined "the family business" and is already painting” (www.bbc.com, 17.02.19). In these examples adjectives are mainly used in the functions of a subject and object.
Besides, we have singled out one adjective construction with the extending element the reaction of, which denotes behaviour or action that is the direct result of something that has happened, e.g. “It was the reaction of the teenage Parkland pupils immediately after the events of that day that made the response to this attack unique” (www.bbc.com, 13.02.19). Here the extended construction helps us understand pupils' feelings and behaviour because of that school attack that has recently happened. 

Prepositional adjective constructions are divided into four groups according to the core prepositions in, at, between, about. To analyze their relation to representing the age, we take into consideration the meaning of these prepositions. In denotes a long period of time, at represents a particular point in time, as for between, it expresses the period of time that separates two different events or times and about denotes a little more or less than the stated number, in other words it means approximately [Cambridge Online Dictionary].
Prepositional construction in sb's twenties denotes the period in which people are aged between 20 and 29, e.g. “Yago Riedijk was born and raised in well-to-do Dutch suburbia but abandoned it all in his early twenties for so-called Islamic State” (www.bbc.com, 2.05.19), “He is in his 20s” (www.bbc.com, 6.07.19). Construction in sb's early teenage years represents being aged between 13 to 19, e.g. “In her early teenage years Lauren Nicole Coppin Campbell began to suffer with body image and low self-esteem” (www.bbc.com, 28.02.19). 
The second group of adjective constructions includes the preposition at which refers to the individuals who have recently reached the minimum age required, e.g. “… seven other boys who were at a similar age” (www.bbc.com, 2.04.19). By this construction the author of the article highlights that the boys look or are almost, but not exactly, in the same age. 

As for the constructions with preposition between, we have 2 adjective constructions: between … and and between … to, e.g. “The woman is between 40 and 50 years old” (www.bbc.com, 24.03.19), “The second female is between 16 to 18 years of age” (www.bbc.com, 18.07.19). The difference between these two constructions is in the style, so that between … to + years of age is formal, but the construction between … and + years old is informal. In other examples the adjective is expressed by the participle aged, e.g. “The male is described as aged 14 to 15 years of age” (www.bbc.com, 18.07.19), “The first female is aged between 18 and 20 years” (www.bbc.com, 18.07.19). The construction about … years old shows that a person is turning 30 in the near future, e.g. “The second woman is about 30-years-old” (www.bbc.com, 26.06.19).  
Adjective construction a middle-aged woman expressed by a participle and modified by evaluative adjective vulnerable denotes a woman being between the ages of about 40 to 60 and being easily hurt or influenced, e.g. “… a vulnerable middle-aged lady living alone” (www.bbc.com, 18.07.19). 

To conclude, adjective constructions denoting age of a person are represented by immediate, modified and extended linguistic units. Immediate constructions are divided into two groups containing the adjectives in the positive, comparative and superlative degrees of comparison to describe young and old people with additional shades of meanings. In the constructions under analysis the adjectives are mainly modified to emphasize possession to a person, number of individuals who are participants in the event, to quantity and intensify some periods either being young or old, and to denote the nationality of a person. Eight constructions are extended by the verbs of motion, communicative, physical activity and verbs of physical and activity change. Nine prepositional adjective constructions represent concrete number or period of age. In two constructions, adjectives are expressed by the participle.
2.1.3. Adjective constructions naming skin tone represent the colour, especially the shade of people's skin. The word skin is determined as the natural outer layer that covers a person [Cambridge Online Dictionary]. We have singled out 8 adjective constructions which denote skin tone.
The immediate skin tone constructions occur in three prepositional constructions with the core prepositions among and for. Being a part of a group of people is indicated by the preposition among [Cambridge Online Dictionary], e.g. “The heightened discussion on hair in Kenya is possibly a continuation and symbol of growing cultural consciousness and questioning among black people as evidenced in the recent rise of African music, film and entrepreneurship” (www.bbc.com, 30.03.19). In the example above, it implies the meaning of being a part of group of African-American people.
 Considering a person with reference to other people [Cambridge Online Dictionary] is denoted by the preposition for, e.g. “For many black British men, barber shops are a place to hang out, chat and meet friends (www.bbc.com, 29.03.19). The construction under analysis is modified by the quantifier many which means a large number of people [Cambridge Online Dictionary] and by the word British, denoting nationality of person. In our case it represents people who come from Great Britain, but in the combination with the adjective black, this construction highlights that the ancestors of these people originated from Africa. In the third example the preposition for has the same meaning explaining reference of that service particularly to black and Asian woman, e.g. “Her case was taken up by Southall Black Sisters (SBS), an advocacy service for black and Asian women” (www.bbc.com, 4.04.19). 

In all examples skin tone is represented by the adjective black which relates to a group of people having dark brown skin, especially people who live in Africa or whose family originally came from Africa [Cambridge Online Dictionary]. 
In one immediate construction skin tone is denoted by the adjective white which represents family belonging to the group of people with pale colour of the skin who come from Europe [Cambridge Online Dictionary], e.g. “Speaking at the annual Obama Foundation summit, she spoke of how white families moved out of the neighbourhood on the South Side of Chicago where she grew up, as families like hers moved in” (www.bbc.com, 29.09.19).
Immediate adjective constructions denoting skin tone occur in different syntactical positions. One construction functions as a predicative being modified by the adjective Afro-Caribbean, presenting nationality of a person, in particular, a barber living in or originally from the Caribbean and whose ancestors came from Africa [Cambridge Online Dictionary], e.g. “It sounds silly, but the fact that there was an Afro-Caribbean black barber immediately when I got out the railway station at Brighton, to visit the University of Sussex” (www.bbc.com, 29.03.19). Another adjective construction occurs in the position of an object with the core adjective black, e.g. “You rarely saw curvy, chubby, black women or girls who were being portrayed as beautiful or intelligent” (www.bbc.com, 28.02.19). In addition, it can function as an attributive being introduced by the attributive phrase, e.g. “He was similar to him, a young black man from south London with dreams of business success” (www.bbc.com, 29.03.19). The following immediate adjective construction denoting skin tone is modified by the word young which highlights that the man is not yet mature.
We have picked up only one adjective construction with the extending element be described as which implies that somebody saw that woman and said or wrote to someone what she was like [Oxford Online Dictionary], e.g. “The woman who drove his getaway car is also described as white, between 40 and 50 years old, with long, dark hair, which was tied up and "haggard looking” [www.bbc.com, 24.03.19].  The adjective white, while describing the skin tone, denotes someone belonging to the group of people with pale colour of the skin who come from Europe or whose family originated from that country [Cambridge Online Dictionary].
To recapitulate, adjective constructions presenting skin tone are represented by prepositional adjective constructions, immediate and extended ones. We define skin tone to be the colour of the skin which is expressed by the adjectives black and white. Black in its turn denotes people who came from Africa, and the word white indicates that a person originates from the European country.

2.1.4. Adjective constructions representing face and facial expressions of a person are used to describe a part of a head including eyes, cheeks, a mouth and a nose. Besides, they cover expressions and feelings on people's faces. According to that we divided this group of adjective constructions into those representing face, eyes and facial expressions and feelings of a person.

The first subgroup is represented by two immediate adjective constructions. One of the immediate constructions presents the shape of a face expressed by the adjective oval. That word oval implies that a face is like a circle that is flattened, for that reason it is similar to an egg or ellipsis [Cambridge Online Dictionary], e.g. “From a young age in South Korea, women are bombarded with adverts telling them they need to be thin with dewy pale skin, a flawless complexion and the perfect oval face” (www.bbc.com, 10.12.18). It is modified by an evaluative adjective perfect which means complete and emphasizes the characteristic of a face [Cambridge Online Dictionary]. Besides, the constructions dewy pale skin and a flawless complexion describe the face, in particular the colour and type of skin on a face. The adjectives dewy and pale depict skin as having less colour as usual often because of being ill or frightened but at the same time looking soft and glowing healthily [Collins Online Dictionary]. As for the construction a flawless complexion, the core adjective highlights that skin on person's face is extremely good, without any problems [Cambridge Online Dictionary].  Another  immediate construction contains the adjective chubby, which describes a face as being rounded in an attractive way so that a person looks childishly [Collins Online Dictionary], e.g. “The force said one was thought to be in his mid-20s and about 5ft 10ins tall with a chubby face” (www.bbc.com, 25.04.19). 

As for eyes-constructions we have singled out four examples, in which adjectives describe their colour and form, and one idiom. 
Adjective constructions which denote colour and form of eyes occur in the syntactical position of a subject, being modified by the possessive pronoun her, e.g. “Her round brown eyes are pools of sadness, and her bulbous body throbs with pain” (www.bbc.com, 22.01.19); object, represented by the adjective red which implies that eyes of the girl could become red because of crying or tiredness,  e.g. “Almost three hours later, the little girl - whom I shall call "Baby Warrior" - walked out with red eyes, a distraught face and a new head of straightened hair” (www.bbc.com, 30.03.19), object, modified by demonstrative pronoun those, e.g. “It was his colour, he had those blue eyes my mam keeps going on about” (www.bbc.com, 15.05.19). 

The immediate construction depicting colour and the expression of a certain feeling functions as a subject, e.g. “His face lit up the classroom and his mischievous blue eyes made us all smile” (www.bbc.com, 24.05.19). This construction is modified by the possessive pronoun his, which refers to possession. The adjective mischievous describes eyes looking likely to do something bad [Oxford Online Dictionary].
In addition, we have picked up one idiom that has a relation to eyes: give sb a black eye which means to strike someone in the face, e.g. “An hour after she got home, she texted her cousin to say Brettle had punched her and given her a black eye” (www.bbc.com, 2.10.19). In this example Brettle hit the girl on her face and the area of skin around the eye has gone dark because of that hit [Cambridge Online Dictionary].
Adjective constructions denoting facial expressions of a person are divided into those highlighting positive emotions, represented by 2 adjective constructions, and negative ones, including 10 linguistic units. 

Positive emotions of people such as pleasure are denoted by the adjective happy and are expressed by one immediate adjective construction functioning as a predicative, e.g. “I was happy about it, says Siphokazi, now 27” (www.bbc.com, 31.03.19). In this example, the word happy describes a woman as feeling pleasure because she feels satisfied with some things and her life.
Two constructions occur in the position of an object with an adjective expressed by the participle. The word smiling is used to show that the teenager was pleased and had smile on his face, it expresses joy and happiness [Cambridge Online Dictionary], e.g. “Old pictures show a smiling teenager perched behind a child on a motorbike” (www.bbc.com 2.05.19). The participle crying implies opposite emotions describing the child it denotes that he demands immediate attention or notice [Collins Online Dictionary], e.g. She and the girl's father were quietly flicking through faded copies of lifestyle magazines, seemingly oblivious to the crying child herself hoarse” (www.bbc.com, 30.03.19). In the case of describing mothers that word implies that they cry because of the terrible situation with their children which is seen from the content of the article, e.g. “You see crying mothers talking about their children” (www.bbc.com, 13.02.19).  

The adjectives constructions denoting people's negative emotions are represented by four immediate constructions, functioning as a predicative. In the following examples the core adjectives distraught, confused, worried, shocked and saddened express fear, sadness, unhappiness because of some problems or unpleasant things, e.g. “The mother was distraught” (www.bbc.com, 31.03.19), “Mr Fearn said the company were confused and said they weren't able to pass his assessment through to be reviewed and that the hiring manager had not read it” (www.bbc.com, 16.07.19), “She was worried that it would be duplicitous for someone who usually gives beauty tips to upload a video promoting the idea of going without it” (www.bbc.com, 10.12.18), “Maria Rumsey, head teacher at St Michael's, said staff, parents, governors and pupils were shocked and immensely saddened by Leo's death” (www.bbc.com, 24.05.19). In general, the adjectives imply negative emotions which are mapped on people's faces. 

One adjective unit occurs in the position of an object. The emotions on the face of the girl who was very upset and worried is described with the adjective distraught, e.g. “Almost three hours later, the little girl – whom I shall call "Baby Warrior" – walked out with red eyes, a distraught face and a new head of straightened hair” (www.bbc.com, 30.03.19).

The core adjectives angry, depressed and shocked form extended constructions with the extending element feel of left-hand dependence, which indicate being unhappy, surprised and having a strong negative feeling against someone who causes these feelings [Cambridge Online Dictionary]. The verb feel highlights that these people experience either negative or positive emotions, e.g. “It's heartbreaking really, when you go up and she isn't at home and then you just feel angry that they've taken her away from us” (www.bbc.com, 25.04.19), “Adolescents are more likely to feel depressed and self-harm, and are less likely to get a full night's sleep, than 10 years ago, a study suggests” (www.bbc.com, 28.02.19), “He said he felt really shocked and violated to find out that someone had created an email account in his name just to tarnish his chances of getting a role” (www.bbc.com, 16.07.19). In the last example, the adjective is modified by the adverb really, which is used to intensify the adjective, that is to emphasize a man as being very surprised because of unpleasant situation with his account. One more construction is extended by the verb get, which means to become or start feeling certain emotions, e.g. “If he got angry, that was it," she said” (www.bbc.com, 4.04.19). In this example the girl describes her boyfriend as starting to be furious.
To sum up, adjective constructions in the main describe the shape of a face, the colour and type of skin on it and the feelings of a person mapped on the face. They are represented by immediate constructions being modified by intensifiers, possessive and demonstrative pronouns. Eyes-constructions include one idiom and immediate adjective constructions describing colour and the form of eyes as well as a certain feeling that we can easily see in people's eyes. Adjective units denoting facial expressions can represent positive and negative emotions. Immediate and extended constructions of this type mainly occur in the position of a predicative and an object with the extending verbs feel and get.

2.1.5. Adjective constructions reflecting hair of a person usually represent size, style and colour. According to the dictionary the word hair is defined as fine threads that grow on our head in a mass [Cambridge Online Dictionary]. Hair and hairstyles are very important attributes of people's appearances, especially for women and celebrities. This group of adjective constructions contains 20 linguistic units which are divided into immediate, modified and extended. 
Two immediate adjective constructions denoting hair style of a person occur in the position of an object. The adjective straightened is expressed by the participle in the immediate construction straightened hair and represents its style. In addition, it denotes that somebody has made it become straight. It implies that before that it might have been curly or wavy [Collins Online Dictionary], e.g. “Almost three hours later, the little girl - whom I shall call "Baby Warrior" - walked out with red eyes, a distraught face and a new head of straightened hair” (www.bbc.com, 30.03.19). As for the adjective artificial, it describes human hair as being unnatural, often because somebody adds length or fullness to it [Cambridge Online Dictionary], e.g. “... whose justices ironically cover their heads with artificial hair ...” (www.bbc.com, 30.03.19). 

The immediate constructions her chunky, kinky hair, e.g. “She had lost the battle to keep her chunky, kinky hair” (www.bbc.com, 30.03.19) and their natural kinky hair, e.g. “Now not only are women taking pride in their natural kinky hair, they are also - wait for it - shaving it all off” (www.bbc.com, 30.03.19) are modified by possessive pronouns her and their, which refer to possession to a person or people. The word kinky denotes that the style of hair is quite strange and unusual [Collins Online Dictionary], and in the combination with the adjective chunky it implies that hair is a bit thinning [Collins Online Dictionary]. The immediate construction their natural kinky hair describes hair as being strange but at the same time looking normal [Cambridge Online Dictionary].  
Six immediate adjective constructions representing colour of hair contain the  adjectives blonde, brown, grey and red, e.g. “The designer bag contained a tablet computer, a large amount of Euros in cash, a purse containing the lock of Ellie Louise's blonde hair laminated on a card” (www.bbc.com, 30.03.19), “The male is described as aged 14 to 15 years of age, of skinny build with brown hair and wearing a black waterproof jacket” (www.bbc.com, 18.07.19),  “He is white, 30-40 years old, about 6ft, of slim build with shoulder-length grey straggly hair and a scruffy beard” (www.bbc.com, 14.05.19). The construction gorgeous red hair is modified by the non-gradable adjective gorgeous that highlights an incredible beauty of that red hair [Cambridge Online Dictionary], e.g. “An MP whose 1970 election night interview went viral because of questions about her love life and gorgeous red hair has looked back on the conversation” (www.bbc.com, 19.03.18). In the constructions light brown hair and dark brown hair the words light and dark emphasize different shades of brown. Light brown means a brown that is light but unsaturated [Cambridge Online Dictionary], e.g. “The man is described as in his 20s who was tall and slim with light brown hair, and wore blue shorts and a T-shirt” (www.bbc.com, 6.07.19), while dark brown is defined as colour similar to the colour of earth or wood [Collins Online Dictionary], e.g. “He has short wavy dark brown hair” (www.bbc.com, 10.06.19). 

We have come across the following three immediate adjective constructions denoting the length of hair which are represented in the increase number. The adjective in the construction short hair (www.bbc.com, 10.06.19) depicts small in length hair [Cambridge Online Dictionary]. If a person has shoulder-length hair (www.bbc.com, 14.05.19) or medium-length hair (www.bbc.com, 26.06.19) it means that it goes as far as her shoulders [Cambridge Online Dictionary]. And we can denote the length of hair with the help of the immediate construction long hair (www.bbc.com, 26.06.19). 

It often happens that in one sentence we can observe all characteristics of hair, e.g. “He has short wavy dark brown hair, dark brown eyes, and was last seen wearing a zip-up fleece” (www.bbc.com, 10.06.19). In this example, adjectives describing people's hair go in the following order: size + style + colour hair. It is considered to be the traditional way of using several adjectives together. But we have noticed another way of embracing it, e.g. “That man had shoulder-length grey straggly hair and a scruffy beard” (www.bbc.com, 14.05.19). We can see that the order of adjectives is a bit different from the traditional one, they go like: size + colour + style hair. The changes with the order are connected with the fact that the author of the article wants to draw special attention to a man, especially the feature that he is a quite old person and has an unusual hair length as for men. The author does not consider straggly to be a noticeable feature. Besides, in both examples the constructions function as predicatives and are extended by the verb have, which has the direct meaning to own [Collins Online Dictionary]. Speaking about the adjective straggly, which is used to describe untidy hair [Cambridge Online Dictionary], we have come across one more immediate construction with the core word unkempt, which is the synonym to it and possesses the same meaning [Collins Online Dictionary]. It describes hair as not being cared about, e.g. “The robber is described as white with unkempt hair” (www.bbc.com, 24.03.19).

In addition, we have pointed out two constructions denoting hairstyle and one construction describing haircut of a person. The adjective uniform describes hairstyle as being the same, not being changed for a long time [Cambridge Online Dictionary], e.g. “But in Kenya we have been tearing our hair out trying to have a uniform hairstyle” (www.bbc.com, 30.03.19). The immediate construction occurs in the position of an object and is extended by the verb have denoting that it is the characteristic of certain people. The hairstyle can be also described with the help of the adjective new, which possesses the opposite meaning in comparison to the word uniform in the first example. It emphasizes that this hairstyle is different from which it has been before and is modified by the possessive pronoun their, e.g. “Young guys still want to hang out here in front of the shop, to show off their new hair styles” (www.bbc.com, 29.03.19). The construction their new hair styles is extended by the verb show off which denotes that those people have changed their hair styles in order to attract attention of others to themselves.

Adjective construction describing a haircut is used in the function of an object, being modified by the determiner a few denoting a small number [Collins Online Dictionary], e.g. “I've had a few bad haircuts when someone is too polite to say 'no', and the results can be terrible” (www.bbc.com, 29.03.19). The adjective bad shows that the person finds these haircuts disappointing and unpleasant and is not satisfied with them. 

To conclude, adjective constructions denoting hair of a person are represented by immediate, modified and extended ones and describe length, style and colour of hair as well as a hairstyle and a haircut in general. The order of adjectives in sentences can be traditional, but the author can change it to attract the reader to the specific characteristic of person's hair. 
2.2. Adjective constructions denoting the character of a person 
Linguistic units indicating character of a person represent all the qualities people have that make them distinct from others [Collins Online Dictionary]. Character traits are also connected with behaviour, they influence the way people behave a lot. Every person has both positive and negative traits of character which appear in different everyday situations through people's actions. It often happens that a person pretends to display for others being kind and joyful. But our character is something that shows who we are even when others are not watching us. So that this group of adjective constructions is subdivided into two subgroups: those denoting positive traits of character and those representing negative ones.

2.2.1. Adjective constructions representing positive character traits highlight those qualities that attract others and draw us to people having these characteristics. Constructions of this group are represented by 12 immediate, 3 extended constructions and 2 idioms.

Immediate adjective constructions mainly occur in the position of a predicative with the core adjectives emphasizing positive attitude to life and other people, enthusiasm, person's erudition, talent and communication.

To denote someone who is satisfied with life and does not worry about the future [Cambridge Online Dictionary], the compound adjective happy-go-lucky is used, e.g. “She was always happy-go-lucky” (www.bbc.com, 10.10.19). Moreover, the adjective is modified by the adverb always which highlights that a woman was happy-go-lucky in any particular situation that occurred. With the help of adjective upbeat the author of the article describes a person with a cheerful and positive attitude to life [Collins Online Dictionary], e.g. “Its chief executive is upbeat, about winning drama commissions to be broadcast by rivals, and about its news viewing figures” (www.bbc.com, 1.11.19). The immediate construction be sympathetic towards represents people who understand and care about someone's else suffering and feelings, usually negative ones [Cambridge Online Dictionary] and the preposition towards indicates the relation to other people with whom a person can be sympathetic, e.g. “He said although President Donald Trump was sympathetic towards Mr Dunn's family's views on the use of diplomatic immunity” (www.bbc.com, 13.10.19)

To describe people who behave like being full of energy and enthusiasm the author of the article uses such adjectives as lively and entertaining, e.g. “Brian was an immensely lively and entertaining person to work with” (www.bbc.com, 12.05.19). They are modified by the adverb immensely that emphasizes the quality of the words they denote. The adjective enthusiastic shows how much a person likes and enjoys something by the way he or she behaves [Collins Online Dictionary] in everyday situations, e.g. “Mr Whalley said Ms Hassall, a mother-of-two, had always been an enthusiastic member of the rescue team” (www.bbc.com, 10.10.19).

The adjective brilliant denotes a man being extremely intelligent or skilled [Cambridge Online Dictionary], e.g. “He was brilliant because he was such a fantastic public speaker and, as a former politician, he knew how they operated - he was able to read their minds” (www.bbc.com, 12.05.19). The skills of a person can be described with the help of an adjective talented, which emphasizes a natural ability or skill [Cambridge Online Dictionary] to certain activities, e.g. “Former team leader David Whalley said she "loved mountains" and was a talented rock climber” (www.bbc.com, 10.10.19). 

In the Internet news articles, sociable people are depicted by the words easy-going and gregarious. The compound adjective easy-going implies that a person is not easily worried and upset [Longman Online Dictionary] while communicating with others, e.g. “Ed is an easy-going, likeable pop star but he's a shrewd businessman, with a hunger to keep going, breaking records and earning more” (www.bbc.com, 29.10.19). In the combination with the adjective likeable, a person is considered to be pleasant and easy to like [Cambridge Online Dictionary]. The non-gradable adjective gregarious describes people who are very sociable and like to be and communicate with others. Being modified by the adverb hugely, it highlights that a person likes it very much, e.g. “He was very much a team guy who loved what everybody had to say, including the most lowly, recent researcher, and was hugely gregarious and fun” (www.bbc.com, 12.05.19). 

More than that, we have singled out one construction which contains five adjectives to describe positive traits of character, e.g. “However, to me he was very kind, caring, loving, affectionate and absolutely devoted to his mother, brother and sister” (www.bbc.com, 27.09.19). The authors often put several adjectives together to emphasize that a person is generous, helpful and thinks about someone's feelings and emotions [Cambridge Online Dictionary]. Besides, they are modified by the adverbs very and absolutely which underscore positive qualities of people.

Two immediate constructions denoting positive character traits function as an object and contain words affectionate, ebullient and gregarious. The adjective affectionate implies that a person shows feelings of liking someone or something [Cambridge Online Dictionary], e.g. “Yavhen Perlin was providing live commentary during the semi-finals on 14 May, when a "kiss-cam" zoomed into affectionate couples during the performance by Israel's transgender pop diva Dana International” (www.bbc.com, 15.05.19). In the example above couples are described as being affectionate, it means that partners show love towards each other. It has already been mentioned that the word gregarious possesses the meaning of liking to be among other people [Cambridge Online Dictionary]. If we say that somebody is ebullient, we mean that a person is lively, full of enthusiasm or excitement [Collins Online Dictionary] about certain situation, e.g. “In the canny corridors of Scottish fund management, Martin Gilbert has stood out as an ebullient, gregarious character, with a passion and aptitude for bold deal-making” (www.bbc.com, 2.10.19).

Three constructions of this group are extended by the verbs of communicative activity describe and call. The firs verb represents information people say what someone is like by giving details [Longman Online Dictionary], in our case they are details about person's character, e.g. “Anyone that had the good fortune of meeting Bradley described him as kind-hearted, dependable, intuitive and inspiring” (www.bbc.com, 9.09.19). Those adjectives used in this construction describe a person as having positive character traits, because all of them possess the meaning of being reliable, eager to help others and support them [Cambridge Online Dictionary]. In the next example, the character of a person is described with the help of the adjective ambitious, e.g. “After the hearing, Richard Phillips, from City of Wolverhampton Council, flanked by Ms Martin's parents Jim and Rosie, described her as a popular, beautiful and ambitious young woman” (www.bbc.com, 4.04.19). We name a person ambitious if he or she has a strong wish to be successful [Cambridge Online Dictionary] in future. The verb call implies that other people consider a person [Cambridge Online Dictionary] to be brilliant, that is to be very smart and clever, e.g. “The 33-year-old called Ms Hodge a brilliant woman and said she was thrilled she's going to do a show at the National” (www.bbc.com, 29.03.19).

In addition, positive character traits are represented by idioms be as good as gold and be full of beans. The first idiom denotes people who behave well [Cambridge Online Dictionary] and contains the adjective good which describes people being kind, e.g. “One minute he was as good as gold, the next he was horrible” (www.bbc.com, 4.04.19). The next idiom be full of beans represents a person having a lot of energy and enthusiasm [Cambridge Online Dictionary] with the core adjective full possessing the meaning a lot, e.g.“Samantha was a gorgeous, bubbly girl always full of beans” (www.bbc.com, 2.10.19). 
To conclude, adjective constructions denoting positive traits of character of people fall into immediate and extended. Besides, they are represented by two idioms. Immediate adjective constructions function as predicatives and objects. Three of immediate constructions are extended by the verbs of communicative activity which show what people say about a person. Idioms describe women and men as being kind and full of enthusiasm. 
2.2.2. Adjective constructions indicating negative character traits usually contain the adjectives which describe a person of being unpleasant to speak to and communicate with. Negative traits of character often repel and turn away other people from a person. But nobody can have only positive character traits, all in all in different, especially in bad and difficult situations, our negative traits of character can easily appear. We have singled out 12 adjective constructions that represent negative qualities of a person. 

A man who is trying to control the situation or a person in an inappropriate way [Collins Online Dictionary] and being angry because someone who he loves seems to be interested in another person [Cambridge Online Dictionary] is described by the  adjectives controlling and jealous. The construction with these adjectives occurs in the position of a subject, e.g. “A controlling and jealous boyfriend stabbed his partner to death after her plans to attend her grandmother's funeral sent him into a rage” (www.bbc.com, 2.10.19). 

In addition, we have come across one construction functioning as an adverbial modifier of comparison which denotes states and qualities of people comparing them with some other states, e.g. “People were embracing Kiranjit and seeing her as a hero, rather than being hostile and ostracising her” (www.bbc.com, 4.04.19). The adjective hostile implies that a woman is unfriendly towards other people [Longman Online Dictionary]. 

A person behaving in a threatening and angry way, as if he or she wants to fight or attack somebody [Longman Online Dictionary] can be expressed by the word aggressive. The immediate construction, containing this adjective, functions as an object, e.g. “Six police officers and staff were injured while dealing with an aggressive woman at a police station” (www.bbc.com, 25.08.19). If we take left-hand dependence of the construction, it is extended by the phrasal verb deal with which means to talk to someone or meet somebody [Cambridge Online Dictionary] and this action is usually a part of someone's job. On the right-hand dependence it is extended by the adverbial modifier of place at a police station. Now it is easy to understand that someone who needs to deal with that aggressive woman works as a police officer.

Four immediate constructions occur in the function of a predicative. The core adjectives controlling, manipulative and devious in the first construction describe a person as being rude and dishonest towards others [Cambridge Online Dictionary] and trying to control them, e.g. “You are a controlling, manipulative and devious man who, in certain circumstances, fuelled by drink and drugs, is capable of threatening and inflicting violence, particularly on women” (www.bbc.com, 8.10.19). A state of being not kind and friendly can be denoted by the adjective unpleasant, e.g.  “Gervonta Davis is there and I know he's a troubled and mildly unpleasant man but that doesn't make him a bad person” (www.bbc.com, 11.10.19). In addition it is modified by the adverb mildly, that means not in the strong way but slightly [Cambridge Online Dictionary]. In this very sentence we have one more immediate construction which denotes a negative trait of character, expressed by the adjective bad. We consider a person bad if he or she does not behave in a polite and correct way [Collins Online Dictionary]. With the help of words selfish and irresponsible we often describe people who think only of their advantages and do not worry about the possible results of what they do [Cambridge Online Dictionary], e.g. “The vast majority of motorists do follow the rules but there is a selfish and irresponsible minority who drive in bus lanes” (www.bbc.com, 30.10.19). The adjective stupid expresses that a person shows a lack of good judgment [Collins Online Dictionary] and intelligence, e.g. “I am the most stupid person to work” (www.bbc.com, 10.05.19). Besides, the adjective stupid is used in the superlative degree of comparison that means that a person compares himself with all of his colleagues. 

Adjective construction is represented by the object predicate expressed by the verb denoting beginning, e.g. “A spokesman said she became abusive and aggressive to officers and staff and bit, pushed those who were trying to deal with her” (www.bbc.com, 25.08.19). The woman is described as abusive and aggressive which means that she uses rude and offensive words [Cambridge Online Dictionary] and behaves in a threatening way.

Moreover, four extended adjective constructions denote negative character traits, namely lack of sympathy, attempt to control others and complaint. 

People who are rude, easily annoyed because of something and are always complaining can be described by the adjectives petulant and whiny. The extended construction containing these adjectives is represented by compound nominal predicate with the link verb to seem, e.g. “Yossarian just seems petulant and whiny - instead of living inside his breakdown, as you do in the book, you wait for it to finally arrive” (www.bbc.com, 11.06.19). 

The next construction is a part of compound object infinitive predicate, which shows that people have discovered that Brettle is violent, jealous and controlling, and this information is surprising because nobody notices these negative character traits in his personality and behaviour, e.g. “Our investigations found Brettle to be a violent, jealous and controlling man who consistently refused to take responsibility for his actions that night” (www.bbc.com, 2.10.19). It is seen from the content of the article because before that the man was described only with words denoting positive traits of character.

Two constructions are extended by the verb of communicative activity describe and the verb of behaviour treat. The construction with the verb describe and core adjectives manipulative and devious is expressed by means of passive voice, which implies that other people consider that man being rude and unpleasant and having these negative traits of character, e.g. “The 51-year-old, who was described by the sentencing judge as a manipulative and devious person, also claimed to have seen boys being murdered” (www.bbc.com, 3.10.19). The next construction is extended by the verb treat, which means the way others behave towards a person [Cambridge Online Dictionary], and is the part of compound modal aspect predicate, e.g.“It also sent the message that women who kill as a result of severe domestic violence should not be treated as cold-blooded murderers” (www.bbc.com, 4.04.19). The compound adjective cold-blooded helps to describe a person not showing any pity or emotions [Collins Online Dictionary].

To sum up, adjective constructions denoting negative character traits are represented by immediate and extended constructions. Immediate constructions function as a subject, predicative, object and adverbial modifier of comparison. Extended adjective constructions occur as compound predicates. The extending elements are expressed by verbs of communicative activity and behaviour. 
2.3. Adjective constructions denoting nationality of a person 
Constructions denoting nationality of an individual usually emphasize the country from which the person comes or belongs to [Cambridge Online Dictionary]. Words denoting nationality of a person in these constructions are represented by denominal adjectives which are derived from proper nouns [Radden 2007: 152]. Adjective constructions of this group include 22 immediate, modified and extended units.

The adjective constructions under analysis are used in the syntactical positions of a subject, an object and an adverbial modifier of purpose. Six immediate constructions with the core adjectives denoting nationality of people occur in the function of a subject and represent a person or a group of people participating in an event. The adjective Saudi implies that a team is from Saudi Arabia, e.g. “A Saudi team entered first on Monday, followed roughly an hour later by Turkish forensic police” (www.bbc.com, 16.10.18). In the next immediate construction, the word Turkish represents police belonging to Turkey, e.g. “Overnight, Turkish police completed a search of the consulate after being allowed in by Saudi authorities” (www.bbc.com, 16.10.18). The denominal adjective Canadian denotes that a woman, working as a model in another country, comes from Canada, e.g. “The Canadian model, 31, filed a lawsuit against Fiji Water and its owner” (www.bbc.com, 9.02.19). The native scientist of Russia is described with the help of the word Russian, e.g. “A Russian scientist who worked on nerve agents like novichok says leaflets have appeared in his home town suggesting that he is a paedophile” (www.bbc.com, 15.02.19). Women from Africa are described by the adjective African, e.g. “African women pioneers at university went through systematic training on how to dress and how to use knives and folks” (www.bbc.com, 30.03.19). The linguistic unit British depicts fashion designers belonging to the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland [Cambridge Online Dictionary], e.g. “British fashion designers are still at a slightly higher price point” (www.bbc.com, 30.03.19). The authors of the article use words denoting nationality to emphasize people's origin to show up the character of a certain nation being apart from the native country. 

In addition, we have singled out four adjective constructions which function as an object. The denominal linguistic unit British is modified by the possessive pronoun her, which implies possession to the woman, and by the adjective late, which denotes that the husband has recently died [Collins Online Dictionary], e.g. “Suu Kyi was ruled out as she had two sons with her late British husband” (www.bbc.com, 15.03.19). The word African possesses the meaning of belonging to Africa continent, e.g. “In our series of letters from African journalists, media and communication trainer Joseph Warungu looks at the state of Kenyan hair” (www.bbc.com, 30.03.19). The nationality of customers from China are described as Chinese, being modified by the possessive pronoun her, emphasizing that those people are clients of that very London-based fashion designer, e.g. “London-based fashion designer Roksanda Ilincic says she admires the adventurous spirit of her Chinese customers” (www.bbc.com, 30.03.19). Using the adjective European, the author of the article implies people who come from Europe, e.g. “British youngsters should match the motivation of low-skilled European workers” (www.bbc.com, 2.10.17). The immediate construction in this example is modified by the compound adjective low-skilled, which describes workers as not having a high level of skill or education [Cambridge Online Dictionary] needed for a particular profession. 

One adjective construction is used in the function of adverbial modifier of purpose. The denominal adjective Kenyan implies that a teenager comes from Kenya, e.g. “For one Kenyan teenager, the freedom to wear dreadlocks nearly cost her education” (www.bbc.com, 30.03.19). The immediate construction is modified by the numeral one, which gives the exact number of participants.

In addition, we have come across one immediate constructions that represents the religion of a group of young people and this construction occurs in the position of an object, e.g. “ … the Supreme Court overturned an earlier decision by the Court of Appeal that allowed Muslim students to wear a hijab in non-Muslim schools” (www.bbc.com, 30.03.19). The denominal adjective Muslim describes people who follow the religion of Islam [Cambridge Online Dictionary].

We have singled out five extended constructions describing the nationality of people. Two of immediate constructions are extended by the prepositional phrases disappearance of and familiar with. The construction containing the extending element disappearance of occurs in the position of an object and it represents a state in which a person cannot be seen or found [Cambridge Online Dictionary], e.g. “Turkey is widening its search for clues to the disappearance of Saudi journalist Jamal Khashoggi to include the Saudi consul's Istanbul residence” (www.bbc.com, 16.10.18). The nationality of the journalist is expressed by the adjective Saudi, which refers a person from Saudi Arabia. The second extending phrase familiar with is a part of compound modal predicate and it possesses the meaning of recognizing or knowing a person very well [Collins Online Dictionary]. In our case it is jihadi bride who can be easily recognized by others, e.g. “You may be familiar with his jihadi bride who is believed to have "married" him 10 days after she arrived inside IS territory aged 15” (www.bbc.com, 2.03.19). The core adjective jihadi represents a Muslim who is fighting for Islam [Cambridge Online Dictionary].

Two other constructions are extended by the action verbs search and marry. The verb search is used in the passive voice to describe that people do some attempts to find the man, e.g. “The consulate itself, where Mr Khashoggi was last seen on 2 October, was searched by Turkish investigators on Monday for the first time” (www.bbc.com, 16.10.18). Those attempts have been done by Turkish investigators, who are sure to come from Turkey. The extending element of left-hand dependence marry shows that a woman wants to become the legally accepted wife of a Pakistani-Italian man in an official or religious ceremony [Cambridge Online Dictionary], e.g. “Her friends also alleged Ms Cheema had wanted to marry a Pakistani-Italian man in Italy - a match her family objected to” (www.bbc.com, 15.03.19). The compound word Pakistani-Italian, that denotes nationality of a person, implies that a man comes from Pakistan, but he may have ancestors of Italian origin, that indicates those people might have lived in Italy for a long period of time. 

The extending element including is expressed by the participle and represents specification, e.g. “Parents including two US actresses accused in a college admissions scandal have been told to be careful while discussing it with their children” (www.bbc.com, 4.04.19). The abbreviation US denotes a person belonging to the United States of America and, being modified by the numeral two, represents the exact number of people taking part in the event. 

To conclude, adjective constructions denoting nationality of people are expressed by denominal adjectives, which are derivatives from nouns, and one abbreviation. They fall into immediate and extended constructions. Immediate constructions are modified to possess belonging to other people, give the exact number of participants and to give the additional description to the person besides his or her nationality. Five adjective constructions are extended by the prepositional phrases, action verbs and the participle. 
CONCLUSIONS ON CHAPTER TWO
A person in Internet news articles is described by adjective constructions which fall into three groups: units representing appearance of a person, linguistic pairings indicating traits of character and constructions denoting nationality of an individual. They are divided into immediate, modified and extended units which occur in different syntactical positions in a sentence. We have noticed the most frequent occurrence in functions of a subject, a predicative and an object.

Due to the combinability of linguistic units and the different shades of meanings of adjectives, constructions denoting appearance of a person are divided into five groups indicating general appearance, age, skin tone, face and facial expressions and hair of a person. 

The general appearance of a person can be denoted as attractive and unattractive. Good-looking appearance of people is represented by immediate constructions representing attractiveness, enthusiasm of a person and appealing male look. They are modified to emphasize the attractiveness of people, possession of another person or a group of people, their quantity, nationality and state of being old or young. Different shades of unpleasant look are presented by adjective constructions of unattractive appearance with adjectives revealing this meaning.  One linguistic unit is represented by the idiom.

The age of a person is represented by immediate, modified and extended adjective constructions as well. Immediate units indicate people being young and old. In constructions of this group the adjectives are mainly modified to emphasize belongingness to a person, number of individuals, to quantity and intensify some periods either being young or old, and to denote the nationality of a person. Immediate constructions are extended by the verbs of motion, communicative activity, physical and activity change and by prepositions.

The group of constructions denoting skin tone contains the main adjectives black and white. They denote the colour of people's skin.

Adjective constructions indicating face and facial expressions represent face, eyes, facial expressions and feelings of a person. With the help of adjective units, the shape of a face is highlighted. Immediate, extended constructions and one idiom are singled out to describe the colour and form of eyes. Adjective constructions denoting facial expressions of a person emphasize positive emotions on a person's face and negative ones.

Adjective constructions denoting hair of a person indicate length, style, colour and a haircut. The order of adjectives in sentences can be traditional, but the author often changes it in order to attract the reader to the specific characteristic of individual's hair. 

Adjective constructions indicating character of a person represent positive traits of character and negative ones. Linguistic units, which are used to describe positive traits of character, are reflected in immediate, extended constructions and idioms. They highlight positive attitude to others, enthusiasm, talent, erudition and ability to communicate. Adjective constructions denoting negative character traits contain the adjectives which describe a person of being unpleasant to speak to and communicate with.

Adjective constructions denoting nationality of a person are divided into immediate, modified and extended linguistic units containing denominal adjectives and one abbreviation. Linguistic units of this group emphasize the country from which the person comes or belongs to.
GENERAL CONCLUSIONS
A person can be described with the help of different linguistic units. In our work we investigate adjective constructions as a means of denoting characteristics of people. Constructions are form-meaning pairings which are stored in people's mind due to frequent usage and repetition. They can be classified according to paradigmatic and syntagmatic approaches. Paradigmatic studies dwells on differentiating item-based, lexicalized and grammaticalized patterns. Linguistic units are divided into immediate, modified and extended constructions due to the absence or presence of the context. In an immediate construction a word combines with a neighboring word. They are word combinations with the dependent units on the left and on the right. This type of constructions is analyzed without relying on the context. The modified constructions enlarge the immediate ones with additional units. In an extended construction the immediate unit combines with other immediate variants. 
Adjective constructions often occur in Internet news articles to denote a person. They are defined as a paring of form, meaning and function containing the adjective as a core element. An adjective construction can be used before the noun it is modifying, after the noun it is modifying and be in a middle position. These linguistic units can be extended, premodified or postmodified. Adjectives within adjective constructions can be represented by different types, classified according to their structure, meaning and grammatical characteristics and the degree of characteristics.

Constructions describing a person are frequently used in various types of media discourse and, in particular, in Internet discourse. Internet discourse is considered to be a kind of media discourse, which includes the process and result of the media. It is a set of speech actions that take place between the author and the reader in the process of their communicative interaction in certain time, space and other contexts.  Internet discourse allows several participants to communicate simultaneously and presents information in the form of various Internet news articles. Internet news articles reproduce current events in the life of society and are represented by compressed but informative texts.
Having analyzed 75 BBC news articles, we have singled out adjective constructions denoting people. The description of a person in Internet news articles is represented by three groups of adjective constructions: units representing appearance of a person, linguistic pairings indicating traits of character and constructions denoting nationality of an individual. They are divided into immediate, modified and extended units which are used in various syntactical functions in a sentence. The most frequent occurrence that we have observed in Internet news articles is in the functions of a subject, a predicative and an object.

Due to the combinability of constructions and different shades of meanings, adjective constructions denoting appearance of a person are divided into five groups indicating general appearance, age, skin tone, face and facial expressions and hair of an individual. 

The general appearance of a person can be described as attractive, represented by 21 linguistic units, and unattractive, appearing in 5 constructions and 1 idiom. Appealing appearance of people is described with the help of 6 immediate constructions indicating attractiveness of women and appealing male look. 10 immediate units are modified to emphasize the degree of attractiveness of people, belongingness to another person, to highlight their quantity, nationality and state of being old or young. 5 extended adjective constructions of this group occur in the position of an object, an object complement, constructions expressed by passive voice and participle complex. They include extending elements represented by verbs of communicative activity find, call and portray. Unattractive appearance of a person is described by adjectives presenting different shades of unpleasant look. This group of linguistic units contains 5 immediate, modified, extended constructions which mainly occur in the position of a subject and a predicative. One linguistic unit is depicted by the idiom ugly as sin.

The age of a person is represented in Internet news articles by 38 immediate, modified and extended adjective constructions. Adjectives in these immediate units present a state of being young or old. In the constructions under analysis the adjectives are mainly modified to emphasize belonging to a person, number of participants in the event, to intensify some periods either being young or old, and to denote the nationality of a person. Immediate constructions are extended by the verbs of motion, communicative activity, physical and activity change and by prepositions. Prepositional adjective constructions are divided into four groups according to the core prepositions in, at, between, about.
The group of constructions denoting skin tone is expressed by 8 adjective constructions. These units indicate the colour, especially the shade of people's skin which is expressed by the adjectives black and white. Black denotes people who came from Africa, and white highlights that a person originates from the European country.

Adjective constructions indicating face and facial expressions are represented by 18 linguistic units. In this group we distinguish linguistic units describing the shape of a face, the colour and type of skin on it, eyes and the feelings of a person mapped on the face. The face is described with the help of 2 immediate constructions, highlighting its shape. Eyes-constructions include the idiom give sb a black eye and 4 immediate adjective constructions being modified by possessive and demonstrative pronouns and describing colour and the form of eyes as well as a certain feeling that we can easily see in people's eyes. Adjective constructions denoting facial expressions of a person are divided into those highlighting positive emotions, represented by 3 adjective constructions, and negative ones, including 4 linguistic units. Immediate and extended constructions of this type mainly occur in the position of a predicative and an object with the extending verbs feel and get.

Hair of a person is indicated by 20 adjective constructions representing length, style, colour and a haircut. The order of adjectives in the constructions under analysis can be traditional, but it can be changed to draw the reader to the specific characteristic of person's hair. 

Adjective constructions denoting character of a person represent all the qualities people have that make them distinct from others. They indicate positive and negative traits of character. Linguistic units, which are used to describe positive character traits, are more numerous and are reflected in 15 adjective constructions and 2 idioms. They highlight positive attitude to others, enthusiasm, talent, erudition and ability to communicate. Idioms be as good as gold and be full of beans describe women and men as being kind and full of enthusiasm. Constructions denoting negative character traits contain the adjectives which describe a person as being unpleasant to communicate with and are represented by 12 units. These adjective constructions indicate negative character traits, namely lack of sympathy, attempt to control others and complain.

Nationality of a person is denoted by 22 adjective constructions containing denominal adjectives and one abbreviation. Immediate constructions are modified to emphasize belongingness to other people, give the exact number of participants of an event and to state the additional description of the person besides nationality. Immediate adjective constructions are extended by the prepositional phrases, action verbs and the participle. 

The perspectives for further research could be seen in extending the suggested typology of adjective constructions denoting a person by analyzing constructions which indicate some other aspects and features of people, namely body and its parts, feelings and emotions, addictions, drawbacks, clothes of an individual etc.
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РЕЗЮМЕ
Темою нашого наукового дослідження є «Прикметникові конструкції як засіб зображення людини в англомовних текстах новин». Проаналізувавши теоретичний матеріал, ми визначили прикметникові конструкції як пари, пов’язані формою, змістом та функціями і які містять в собі прикметник, як головний елемент. Існує 2 підходи до класифікації конструкцій: парадигматичний та синтагматичний. У даній роботі ми класифікували прикметникові конструкції за синтагматичним підходом, згідно з яким вони поділяються на безпосередні, модифіковані та розширені.

Проаналізувавши 75 статей новин зі сайту BBC, ми виділили три групи прикметникових конструкцій, що зображають людей: одиниці на позначення зовнішності людини, рис характеру та національності. Дані безпосередні, модифіковані та розширені мовні одиниці зустрічаються у реченні в різних синтаксичних позиціях. 

Група прикметникових конструкцій, які позначають зовнішній вигляд людини, була розділена на основі різних відтінків значень на конструкції, які  представляють загальний зовнішній вигляд, вік, тон шкіри, обличчя та емоції на ньому та волосся людини. Прикметникові конструкції, які репрезентують характер людини, поділяються на мовні одиниці, які відображають позитивні та негативні риси характеру. Найчастіше вживаними одиницями в інтернет статтях новин є прикметникові конструкції, які описують вік людини та риси характеру.

Перспективи подальших досліджень вбачаються у можливості застосування конструкційного підходу до аналізу та розширення запропонованої типології прикметникових конструкцій на основі інших характеристик людини.
Ключові слова: прикметникова конструкція, англомовні тексти новин, безпосередня конструкція, модифікована конструкція, розширена конструкція, зовнішність, риси характеру, національність.
RESUME
The topic of our research is «Adjective constructions denoting a person in Internet news texts». Having analyzed theoretical material, we have defined adjective constructions as pairings of form, meaning and function with the adjective functioning as a core element in it. There are two approaches to the classification of constructions: paradigmatic, based on levels of generalization and syntagmatic, relating to the absence or presence of context. In our investigation we have classified adjective constructions according to the syntagmatic approach, dwelling on which, constructions are divided into immediate, modified and extended.

Having analyzed 75 BBC news articles, we have singled out three groups of adjective constructions denoting a person in Internet news texts: units representing appearance of a person, linguistic pairings indicating traits of character and constructions denoting nationality of an individual. They are divided into immediate, modified and extended units which are used in various syntactical functions in a sentence. The most frequent occurrence that we have observed in Internet news articles is in the functions of a subject, a predicative and an object.
We have subdivided adjective constructions denoting appearance of a person into five groups indicating general appearance, age, skin tone, face and facial expressions and hair of an individual due to the different shades of meanings. The group of constructions indicating the character traits is divided into those revealing positive traits and negative one. 
The perspectives for further research could be seen in extending the suggested typology of adjective constructions denoting a person by analyzing constructions which indicate some other features of people.
Key words: adjective construction, English news text, immediate construction, modified construction, extended construction, appearance, traits of character, nationality.

